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whole, there is far less spread of the disease than usually
takes place as the cold weather sets in, but it is impossible
to say whether this state of things will last.

Health of Prisoners in Indian Jails.
A note by the Sanitary Commissioner with the Govern-

ment of India on sickness and mortality in jails during the
year 1907 has just been issued. It appears that the record
of the health of prisoners in Indian jails is one of consistent
progress. While the death-rates among the general popula-
tion are rising those among the prisoners are falling, and
although the rates among both classes of people fluctuate
from year to year the fluctuations in the jail death-rates are
becoming less frequent and less marked. The rates are

falling more steadily than formerly, and it is justifiable to
say that this is because in the jails the arrangements for
counteracting the influences of adverse climatic conditions
and for preventing the spread of communicable diseases are
improving every year. There is no doubt that at the present
time prisoners in Indian jails live under conditions which in
nearly all respects are very favourable to health. Cholera
and plague, the scourges of the general population,
scarcely affect the prison statistics and in preventing
the spread of other communicable diseases medical
officers have obtained a high degree of success. Although
the climatic conditions of 1907 were abnormal and in
most provinces were unfavourable to prosperity, which in
India is a factor of much importance in connexion with
health, the health of the prisoners was good and the death-
rate on an average daily population of 107,675 (or 2407 less
than in 1906) was only 18 - 51 per 1000, which is the lowest
rate ever recorded. In these figures the statistics in the
Andaman Islands (where the average strength was 14,411) are
included, but as the convicts in these islands live under con-
ditions which differ considerably from those in Indian

prisons it is advisable to consider the statistics separately.
Permanganate of Potassi2anz and Snake-bites.

Good results continue to be gained by the use of per-
manganate of potassium in cases of snake-bite. Reports from
18 districts in Bengal during last year show that in 198 cases
where the treatment was resorted to there were only 23
deaths. In a number of instances the persons bitten were
not received in hospital until the fatal symptoms had
developed, when the permanganate fails, of course, in its
effect. The cases which come under treatment are compara-
tively few, as the people still believe in their snake charmers,
but it is hoped that the efficacy of the new remedy will
gradually become known to all classes. It is suggested that
as the treatment is very simple and efficacious local govern-
ments might well order that every police station and outpost,
every school and every president of a panchayat, should be pro-
vided with permanganate lancets, so that cases of snake-bite
may receive the earliest treatment. This is a very practical
suggestion ; the cost of the lancets would be trifling and the
number of cases treated annually would probably rise from
hundreds to thousands.

Oct. 30th. 
_______________

AUSTRALIA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Eighth Aecstralasian Medical Congress.
THE Eighth Australasian Medical Congress was formally

opened on Monday, Oct. 19th, in the Melbourne Town Hall.
His Excellency, Sir T. Gibson-Carmichael, the Victorian State
Governor, presided, and the Victorian Government was repre-
sented by the Hon. T. Swinburne, Minister of Public Works.
The present Congress in point of numbers is larger than any
of the previous gatherings, upwards of 750 members being
enrolled, and it is estimated that about 500 members will be
in actual attendance. The opening ceremony was very
imposing. The town hall was filled by a large audience,
while the gallery opposite the platform was occupied by
nurses in costume, making up a striking picture. After
a welcome had been extended by the Governor, Mr.
Swinburne, and the Lord Mayor of Melbourne to the visit-
ing members, Professor H. B. Allen delivered his inaugural
address as President of the Congress. He dealt first with
a review of the mystery of life as exemplified in a

study of the bio-chemical processes and the continuity

of life. He contrasted the underlying continuity of
existence with the tendency to individual variation, and
noticed the chief theories of heredity and their possible
bearing on medical thought. Passing from the theoretical
consideration of life processes to the practical care of
life which was the peculiar function of the medical
profession, Professor Allen deplored the fact that
the death-rate from puerperal sepsis and accidents of &pound;
childbirth had altered very little during the past 40
years either in England and Wales or in Victoria. He
advocated a Midwives Act for Victoria on the lines of the
present English Act. He also pointed out che decline of the
birth-rate and dwelt on the physical and mental evils of
the childless home. The infant mortality figures, however,
showed a more cheerful subject for study and Professor Allen
dealt with the importance of natural feeding and the
need for the control of the milk-supply. He noticed
the growing activity of public health administration
and drew attention to some notable improvements in the
mortality figures of certain infectious disorders. In con-
clusion he said that the medical profession owed the public
’’ a service of thought as well as a service of act ion. The
members of Congress would go back to their spheres of duty
made stronger by fellowship and humbly striving for a more
adequate answer to the question, What hast thou done,
what hast thou thought ? ’ 

" A vote of thanks was carried
on the motion of Dr. J. Thomson (Brisbane) and Professor
T. P. Anderson Stuart (Sydney). On Tuesday the address in
the Section of Medicine was delivered in the Wilson Hall by
Dr. G. E. Rennie of Sydney. His theme was the mental
factor in disease and the importance of determining,
whether there was any organic change at all present in
certain patients. He dealt with the apparent causative in-
fluence of mental anxiety in such an affection as diabetes as
illustrating the importance of the inter-relation between
mental states and organic disease. He further examined
the mimicry of actual disease by mental states and instanced
cases in his own experience which had been cured by
reasoning the patient out of the idea that actual disease was
present. The importance of thorough examination of every
organ was dwelt on before any result could be looked for,
but in many of the cases of neurasthenia and psychasthenia.
and allied states the mental attitude was often too lightly
dismissed or even passed over altogether. He noticed the
treatment of such conditions by reasoning, suggestion, and
hypnotism, expressing distrust of a great deal that had been
published in connexion with the last named.

Hospitals for the Insane.
The annual report of the Inspector-General for Victoria.

shows that there were on Jan. lst, 1907, 4937 certified
insane patients in Victoria. At the end of the year the
number had increased to 5052, making 1 in 249 of the

population. 219 cases were dismissed from the asylums as
complete cures, 68 were relieved, and 16 without benefit.
The recovery-rate was the lowest since 1897, but this was
partly due to the fact that the cases dealt with at the

receiving house were not included in asylum figures. An

analysis of the probable cause of insanity in the 728 cases
admitted during 1907 showed 169 due to unknown factors,
86 had suffered previous attacks, 64 were attributed
to intemperance in drink, 57 to hereditary influence,
42 to mental anxiety, and 32 to domestic trouble.
The conduct of the licensed houses was said to be all
that could be desired. They could be made more useful
by admitting patients on a voluntary boarder system. At
Kew Asylum an outbreak of enteric fever occurred in’
which 61 cases were treated with 14 deaths. "It is a fact

worthy of note," says the report, "that eight patients
showed marked mental improvement after they had recovered
from their illness." The cause of the outbreak has not been
traced. It is recommended that the Lunacy Act should be
amended so as to provide for the transfer without further
certification of patients from the hospitals for the insane to
private licensed homes and from the latter to the former. The
expenditure for the year was 141,543, an increase of &pound;5315
on the previous year.

Milk-supply of Sydney.
A deputation recently waited on the Lord Mayor in

Sydney with reference to the establishment of milk depots.
The Lord Mayor pointed out that the council had no power
to take any such action. Dr. W. G. Armstrong, the city health
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officer, said that Sydney’s infant mortality-rate for the last
two and a half years was only 91 per 1000. Already the
’city authorities had a system by which 65 per cent. of

nursing mothers in the city and practically all the poor
’ones were visited by a lady inspector who gave advice as to
the feeding and management of infants.

. 

Friendly Societies.
Some time ago the New South Wales branch of the British

Medical Association submitted a model agreement to the
friendly societies in that State which contained a provision-
That any person joining a lodge shall be deemed ineligible for any ’i,

medical benefit from such lodge, if on joining he and his wife have a
joint income of over &pound;200 per annum, or at any time thereafter their
joint income exceeds E300.
This has been submitted to the societies concerned and
rejected, practically unanimously. At a meeting of the

Friendly Societies’ Association it was moved-
That the British Medical Association be informed that this association

will not agree to any model agreement containing a wage limit.
A subsequent motion desiring a conference was lost.

. 

Public Health of Victoria.
The annual report of the Victorian Board of Public Health

sets forth that a vigorous aggressive movement has been made
against tuberculosis. With the extension of accommodation
for consumptives the board has felt justified in enforcing
the notification of cases. It is not claimed that this is

’entirely effective but the number of notifications is in-

creasing. In 1904, 413 cases were reported and in 1907,
.841. The mortality from tuberculosis is said to be falling
:steadily. Under the Milk and Dairy Supervision Act records
are kept of 68,000 dairy cows. 287 cows have been dis-
covered to be diseased and 126 have been destroyed.

. Sydney Quarantine Station.
The Sydney quarantine station is situated just within the
North Head at the entrance to the harbour. The suburb of

Manly, which is one of Sydney’s pleasure resorts and the
home of surf-bathing, now runs up to within a mile or two
of the quarantine area. It has been pointed out that the
present site of the quarantine ground cuts off a large area
that might be used as a picturesque pleasure reserve, and
, movement is on foot to shift the quarantine buildings to
some other part of the harbour. The question will, however,
be one for the Commonwealth Parliament, as there is not

likely to be any alteration made before the control of
’quarantine is handed over to the Federal authorities.

Oct. 20th. 
_______________

Obituary.
RAHEEM MAHOMED BUKSH, M.R.C.S. ENG., L.S.A.
Raheem Mahomed Buksh, who died at The Hall, Balaam-

-street, Plaistow, on Nov. 15th, was at the time of his
death honorary surgeon to the Plaistow Dispensary. He
had previously been house surgeon and house physician at
the London Hospital, where he was very well known to

everyone and enjoyed general esteem and respect. After

being house surgeon at the Poplar Hospital, where he went
from the London Hospital, he settled at Plaistow, and in
course of time obtained a considerable practice. Here he
was helped by his deceased wife who had been a nurse at
the London Hospital and whose kindness to the very poor
was of the practical sort that comes from experience. The
grateful appreciation of these unfortunate people of the efforts
made in their behalf was evidently regarded by both husband
and wife as a more than adequate return for their labours.
For some time Mr. Buksh had been in indifferent health,
though he had allowed but few even amongst his most
intimate friends to be aware of it. Most fortunately he
suffered little if at all from his condition, and his last

days were cheered by the kindly attention of Dr. W. J.
Hadley and his old and highly esteemed friend Mr. T. H.
Openshaw. The interment took place at Brooklands on
Nov. 20th in the Mahomedan section, the ceremony
being attended by a number of his old fellow students
and patients. He was reverently laid to rest by his Indian
fellow countrymen residing in London.

DEATHS OF EMINENT FOREIGN MEDICAL MEN.&mdash;The
deaths of the following eminent foreign medical men are

announced :-Dr. Alonzo B. Ball, formerly professor of
medicine in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New
York.-Dr. Turner Anderson, professor of midwifery and
gynmcology in the University of Louisville.-Dr. San Martin
y Satrustegui, professor of clinical surgery in the University
of Madrid.-Dr. Benjamin Anger, formerly surgeon to the
Paris Hospitals.-Dr. J. B. McGaughey of Winona, one of the
most popular practitioners in the State of Minnesota. In

early life he fought on the side of the Union Army in which
he attained commissioned rank. While outside the lines at

Stevenson, Alabama, caring for his wounded colonel, he was
captured by the enemy and was for a time in Libby prison.
After the war he studied medicine and graduated at the

University of Michigan. He was one of the two delegates
from Minnesota to the last Convention of the American
Medical Association, and he served for many years as a
member of the State Board of Medical Examiners.-Dr.
Albert Carrier, formerly physician to the Lyons hospitals.
- Dr. F&eacute;lizet, formerly surgeon to the Paris hospitals.-
Dr. Paul Vidal, formerly surgeon to the Marseilles hospitals.
- Dr. Kiutsch, privat-docent of children’s diseases in the
University of Moscow.-Dr. Vincenzo Brigidi, formerly pro-
fessor of pathology and anatomy in Genoa.

Medical News.
TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN.-At the Final

Medical Examination, Part II., held recently the following
candidates were successful :-

Midwifery.&mdash;Ralph T. St. J. Brooks, Frederick A. Anderson, Victor B.
Kyle, Howard S. Millar, John D. Kernan, Harold S. Sugars,
William Knapp, Edwin B. Bate, ,Charles B. Jones, and James D.
Murphy.

FOREIGN UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE.-
Berlin: Dr. Georg Jiirgens, assistant physician in the
second medical clinic of the Charite, has been granted the
title of Professor. Dr. Gustav Schutz, teacher of mechanical
therapeutics, has also been given the position of Professor.-
G’ologne (Academy of Practical Medicine) : Dr. Ferdinand
Zinsser, chief medical officer of the City Hospital at Linden-
berg, has been appointed Professor of Dermatology; Dr.
August Prochsting, chief medical officer of the City Eye
Hospital, Professor of Ophthalmology ; and Dr. Carl Cramer,
chief medical officer of the Burger Hospital, Professor of
Orthopaedic Surgery.&mdash;G&ouml;ttingen: Dr. Eichelberg has been
recognised as privat-docent of Mental Diseases.&mdash;Kiel: An
orthopedic polyclinic or out-patient department has been
attached to the University Surgical Clinic.&mdash;Nantes: Dr.
Miralli6 has been transferred at his own request from the
chair of Forensic Medicine to that of Pathology.&mdash;Rouen:
Dr. Deve has been appointed to the chair of Internal Patho-
logy in succession to Dr. Brunon.- Vienna : Dr. Ferdinand
Hochstetter of Innsbruck has been appointed to the chair of
anatomy vacated by the death of Dr. Toldt. Surgeon-
General Florian Kratschmer, Ober-Sanitatsrat, has been

knighted.
THE IRISH MEDICAL SCHOOLS AND GRADUATES’

ASSOCIATION.&mdash;This association held its autumn dinner on
Nov. 24th, at the Hotel Cecil, Strand, London, under
the chairmanship of the President, Surgeon-General Sir
Charles MacDonagh Cuffe. The toast of "Our Defenders,"
proposed by Judge Rentoul, was responded to by Dr.
Samuel Browne, late Surgeon, R.N. Major V. H. W.
Davoren, R.A.M.C., who also replied, said that Mr. Haldane
had provided them with a scheme for a large territorial
force which it was hoped would be carried out com-

pletely when the country understood that it was the duty
of every able-bodied man to assist in the national defence.
He declared that under the able directorship of the present
officer in command the Army Medical Service was in a more
efficient state than at any time in its previous history. Dr.
J. A. Macdonald submitted the toast of ’’ The Guests" and
said that the name of one of them, Sir Robert Hart, would
stand as one of the foremost of that honoured band of
Irishmen which had rendered the name of Britain the
foremost in all matters of progress, humanity, and religion.
Sir Robert Hart, in his reply, described the difficulties in the
way of progress in medical science in China but gave some


